

**Note to leaders: Use the tweets, status updates, and emails included in this document to keep parents informed of the Bible learning that their children are experiencing in the Gospel Project for Kids. Choose a method that works best for your church.**

Unit 36, Session 1: John's Vision of Jesus

TWEETS
Jesus defeated sin and death by dying on the cross and raising again. Jesus is lifted up in glory and honor forever. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 138 Characters)

Jesus showed Himself to John in a vision and explained that He is the First and the Last, and the Living One. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 131 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
Jesus showed Himself to John and explained that He is the First and the Last, the Living One. While Jesus was on earth, He defeated sin and death by dying on the cross and coming back to life. Now Jesus is lifted up in glory and honor forever and ever.

E-MAIL
Unit 36, Session 1: John's Vision of Jesus

Dear Parents,

During this unit, we will be looking at God’s message about what will happen when Jesus returns in the Book of Revelation. The apostle John wrote the Book of Revelation from the island of Patmos. Patmos was a small Greek island where the Roman emperor often exiled prisoners. John was likely sent to Patmos as a prisoner, arrested for preaching the gospel.

With this Bible story, introduce your kids to the Book of Revelation—the last book of the Bible. Other Bible books tell us about things that happened in past, but Revelation tells about things that will happen in the future. A glimpse of the future kingdom of God gives believers hope and encourages them to remain faithful to Christ.

In Revelation 1, Jesus appeared to John in a vision to tell about the end of time. John was on the island of Patmos when he heard a voice telling him to write what he saw. John turned and, in a vision, saw Jesus: He was wearing a long robe with a gold sash wrapped around His chest. His head and hair were as white as snow, and His eyes were like a fiery flame. Because the Book of Revelation is highly symbolic, avoid dwelling on the physical description of Jesus. Jesus’ appearance to John reveals what Jesus is like: worthy of all honor, powerful, and victorious. 

John saw Jesus walking among seven lampstands, symbols for the seven churches. Explain to the boys and girls you teach that lampstands are used to bring light into dark places. That is the purpose of the church—to bring the light of the gospel into a dark world.

When John saw Jesus, he fell at Jesus’ feet. Jesus reached down and put His hand on John. He said, “Don’t be afraid” (Rev. 1:17). Jesus showed Himself to John and explained that He is the First and the Last, the Living One. While Jesus was on earth, He defeated sin and death by dying on the cross and coming back to life. Now Jesus is lifted up in glory and honor forever and ever. We can look forward to a future with Him forever.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
Jesus will come back.
	John saw a vision of Jesus.
	Jesus told John to write down a special message.
	Jesus is alive forever.

	Preschool
When should we tell others about Jesus? We should tell about Jesus all the time.
	Jesus appeared to John in a vision.
	Kids
What will happen when Jesus returns? Jesus will destroy all evil and make all things new.
	Jesus appeared to John in a vision to tell about the end of time.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	Revelation 21:5

NEXT WEEK 
	“God's Warning to Seven Churches” (Revelation 2–3)

Unit 36, Session 2: God's Warning to Seven Churches

TWEETS
Jesus loves the church. Through the church, Jesus helps believers work together to do God’s plan. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 119 Characters)

Jesus loves the church. His message to seven churches called them to turn away from sin and remain faithful to Him. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content -137 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
Jesus loves the church. His message to seven local churches called them to turn away from their sin and remain faithful to Him. We can learn from those churches. Through the church, Jesus helps believers work together to do God’s plan.

E-MAIL
Unit 36, Session 2: God's Warning to Seven Churches

Dear Parents,

The Book of Revelation opens with John’s description of a vision. In the vision, Jesus gave John messages for seven local churches. Jesus told John to write these messages on a scroll and send them to the churches.

In most cases, Jesus commended the church for their good work, warned them about the areas in which they needed correction, and urged them to return to Him. Among other things, He warned the churches not to forget their love of the Lord. He encouraged them not to be afraid of being tested. He urged those who were surrounded by evil to not deny their faith. Each time, Jesus promised to reward those who remain faithful to Him.

The church is made up of people who have trusted in Jesus, who are committed to one another, and who meet together to worship Jesus and share the gospel. Jesus loves the church as His bride. (See Eph. 5:25-27; Rev. 19:7-9.) Jesus’ message called the churches to turn away from their sin and remain faithful to Him. The Lord is slow to anger (Ex. 34-6-7) and patient, wanting everyone to repent (2 Pet. 3:9).

Jesus warned specific churches in Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey), but the problems they faced can still be found in churches today. Help kids understand some of the problems the early churches faced: They did not love like they should, they believed false teaching and did wrong things, and they were lukewarm—useless to the cause of Christ. 

Help your children understand that we can pray for our churches to be faithful, effective instruments in spreading the gospel. We should love the church because Jesus loves the church. Through the church, Jesus helps believers work together to do God’s plan. Finally, Jesus warned believers to stay alert because He will come like a thief when no one is expecting Him. Believers—then and now—must always be ready!

Jesus loves the church. His message to seven local churches called them to turn away from their sin and remain faithful to Him. We can learn from those churches. Through the church, Jesus helps believers work together to do God’s plan.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
Jesus will come back.
	John wrote down Jesus’ message to the churches.
	Jesus told the churches to do what is right.
	Jesus wants us to hear and obey His words.

	Preschool
What will happen when Jesus comes back? Jesus will make all things new.
	Jesus sent messages to the seven churches.

	Kids
What will happen when Jesus returns? Jesus will destroy all evil and make all things new.
	Jesus told the seven churches to stand strong in the faith.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	Revelation 21:5

NEXT WEEK 
	h.owvkksvvbykc“Jesus on the Throne” (Revelation 4:2–5:14)

Unit 36, Session 3: Jesus on the Throne

TWEETS
John saw the resurrected Lamb, Jesus. Jesus was killed on the cross so we could have forgiveness and eternal life. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 136 Characters)

John cried when no one was worthy to open the scroll. Then John saw the resurrected Lamb—Jesus. Jesus is worthy. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 134 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
John cried when he saw that no one was worthy to open the scroll. Then John saw the resurrected Lamb—God’s Son, Jesus. Jesus was killed on the cross so that we could have forgiveness and eternal life. Jesus is worthy. He deserves all praise, honor, and blessing.

E-MAIL
Unit 36, Session 3: Jesus on the Throne

Dear Parents,

John was on the island of Patmos when he had a vision. Jesus appeared to John and showed him what will happen before the end of time. John wrote about what he saw in the Book of Revelation. John saw a vision of the future. John saw a throne in heaven and the Lord was on the throne.

John saw a scroll in the Lord’s right hand. A mighty angel asked, “Who is worthy to open the scroll?” But no one in heaven was worthy. No one on earth was worthy. No one under the earth was worthy either. 

h.b5sl48qy7b9kJohn began to cry loudly because no one was worthy! Then John saw Jesus, the resurrected Lamb. The elders threw their crowns at His feet. They worshiped Him and sang a new song. John heard every creature, everywhere, worshiping the Lamb together.

Revelation 4:11 says, “Our Lord and God, you are worthy to receive glory and honor and power, because you have created all things, and by your will they exist and were created.”

John’s vision gives us a glimpse of our future and also reminds us of a present reality: The Lord is on His throne. After His death and resurrection, Jesus ascended to heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. (Heb. 10:12)

Jesus, the Lamb of God, is worthy of our praise. All the creatures in John’s vision worshiped Jesus. As you read this Bible story with your kids, hold up Jesus as our treasure who is worthy of all honor. Worship Him together in song.

John cried when he saw that no one was worthy to open the scroll. Then John saw the resurrected Lamb—God’s Son, Jesus. Jesus was killed on the cross so that we could have forgiveness and eternal life. Jesus is worthy. He deserves all praise, honor, and blessing.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
Jesus will come back.
	John saw God’s throne in heaven.
	All of heaven will praise Jesus forever and ever.
	People from every nation will praise Jesus forever.

	Preschool
What will happen when Jesus comes back? Jesus will make all things new.
	Jesus will come back and make all things new.
	Kids
What will happen when Jesus returns? Jesus will destroy all evil and make all things new.
	Jesus will return, destroy evil, and make all things new.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	Revelation 21:5

NEXT WEEK 
	“God Created the World” (Genesis 1)
h.a7407wus5h8
h.k5qvi72cn7wwUnit 36, Session 4: Jesus Will Return

TWEETS
At just the right time, Jesus will come again. We look forward to the new heavens and a new earth. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 120 Characters)

People thought the believers were foolish for thinking Jesus will return. God is patient, and Jesus will come again. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 138 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
Some people thought the believers were foolish for thinking Jesus is coming again. Peter explained that God is patient, and He wants everyone to trust in Jesus. At just the right time, Jesus will come again, and we look forward to the day when He creates the new heavens and a new earth.

E-MAIL
Unit 36, Session 4: Jesus Will Return

Dear Parents,

Peter’s story of faith began when Jesus said, “Follow Me.” (Matt. 4:18) Peter and his brother Andrew—two fishermen from Galilee—left their nets and followed Jesus. As one of Jesus’ twelve disciples, Peter witnessed firsthand Jesus’ miracles and teachings. He saw Jesus heal his mother-in-law (Matt. 8:14) and raise a little girl from the dead (Luke 8:49-55). He saw Jesus walk on water, and Peter walked on water too. (Matt. 14:25-29)

Peter believed that Jesus is the Messiah (Matt. 16:16), and he was understandably upset when Jesus predicted that Peter would deny Him (Matt. 26:34-35). Peter fell asleep as Jesus prayed in the garden, and he drew his sword to defend Jesus when He was arrested. (Matt. 26:40; John 18:10) Peter denied Jesus three times, but after the resurrection Jesus appeared to Peter and the other disciples. Then Jesus restored Peter to ministry at the sea of Galilee. (John 21:15-19)

The first 12 chapters in the Book of Acts record the Holy Spirit’s work through Peter after Pentecost. God revealed to Peter that the gospel is for everyone—Jews and Gentiles. Peter was arrested and imprisoned for sharing the gospel, but an angel of the Lord rescued him. (Acts 12:1-8)

When Peter wrote his second letter, he was in prison again. Peter was aware that death was imminent. (2 Pet. 1:13-15) Like Jude, Peter warned against false teachers. Soon after his letter was written, Peter was killed in Rome as Jesus had predicted. (John 21:18-19) 

Some people thought the believers were foolish for thinking Jesus is coming again. Peter explained that God is patient, and He wants everyone to trust in Jesus. At just the right time, Jesus will come again, and we look forward to the day when He creates the new heavens and a new earth. 

As you talk about this Bible story with your kids, remind them that Peter’s letter was written nearly two thousand years ago to believers who were not far removed from Jesus’ life on earth. Today, we still wait eagerly for Jesus’ return, and God calls us to use our time on earth as an opportunity to better know and love Him, and to tell others about Him 

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
Jesus will come back.
	Peter wrote a letter to believers waiting for Jesus.
	Jesus will come back one day.
	People who love Jesus will be with Him forever.

	Preschool
What will happen when Jesus comes back? Jesus will make all things new.
	Peter wrote that Jesus will come back soon.

	Kids
What will happen when Jesus returns? Jesus will destroy all evil and make all things new.
	Peter wrote that Jesus will return soon, so we should obey Him and tell others about Him.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	Revelation 21:5

NEXT WEEK 
	“John’s Vision of Jesus” (Revelation 1:9-20)


