

**Note to leaders: Use the tweets, status updates, and emails included in this document to keep parents informed of the Bible learning that their children are experiencing in the Gospel Project for Kids. Choose a method that works best for your church.**

Unit 35, Session 1: Paul's Letter to Philemon

TWEETS
Paul offered to pay Onesimus’s debt to make peace. Jesus paid our debt so we can be forgiven and welcomed by God. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 135 Characters)

Paul told Philemon and Onesimus to obey God. He offered to pay Onesimus’s debt to make peace between Christians. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 134 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
Paul offered to pay Onesimus’s debt to make peace between him and Philemon. In this way, Paul acted like Jesus, who makes peace between God and man. Jesus took the punishment we deserve for our sin. He paid our debt so that we can be forgiven and welcomed by God.

E-MAIL
Unit 35, Session 1: Paul's Letter to Philemon

Dear Parents,

During this unit, we will be looking at how God gave hope to Christians while they waited for Jesus’ return. Paul was a prisoner under house arrest in Rome when a man named Onesimus (oh NESS ih muhs) came to visit him. Onesimus was a slave who had run away from a wealthy man named Philemon. As it turned out, Paul was a friend of Philemon. So when Paul told Onesimus the good news about Jesus and Onesimus believed, Paul desired forgiveness and reconciliation between Onesimus and Philemon—now brothers in Christ.

So Paul wrote a letter and told Onesimus to take it to Philemon. The Book of Philemon is the letter written by Paul to Philemon. Though Onesimus had become dear to him and Paul wanted Onesimus to stay with him in Rome, Paul sent him back to Philemon with his letter.

In the letter, Paul urged Philemon to forgive Onesimus and treat him as a fellow brother in Christ. Paul even offered to pay Onesimus’s debt for him. Though Paul could have used his authority as an apostle of Christ to force Philemon to do what he wanted, Paul instead appealed to him as a friend and a fellow believer. He urged Philemon to treat Onesimus as if he were Paul himself—with love and kindness.

Paul offered to pay Onesimus’s debt to make peace between him and Philemon. In this way, Paul acted like Jesus, who makes peace between God and man. Jesus took the punishment we deserve for our sin. He paid our debt so that we can be forgiven and welcomed by God as brothers and sisters of Jesus. (See Heb. 2:11.)

Paul’s letter serves as a reminder to us that everyone is equal before Jesus. People from completely different backgrounds—like Paul, a former Jewish leader; Onesimus, a runaway slave; and Philemon, a Gentile slave-owner—are brought together by the gospel under the lordship of Jesus Christ. In light of God’s love for us, remind your kids this week that we can be loving, kind, and forgiving to our brothers and sisters in Christ for the glory of God.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
God teaches us through the Bible.
	Paul told Onesimus to go back to Philemon.
	Paul asked Philemon to forgive Onesimus.
	Jesus wants us to do what is right because we love Him.

	Preschool
When should we tell others about Jesus? We should tell about Jesus all the time.
	Paul told Philemon to forgive his servant.
	Kids
How do we live while waiting for Jesus to return? We remember God’s truth, grow in godliness, and spread the gospel.
	Paul told Philemon to forgive his servant as a Christian brother.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	2 Timothy 3:16-17 (2 Timothy 3:16 for Babies, Toddlers, and Preschoolers)

NEXT WEEK 
	“Paul Gave Hope” (1 Thessalonians 4:13–5:11)

Unit 35, Session 2: Paul Gave Hope

TWEETS
On the Day of the Lord, Jesus will return to save His people and judge the wicked. Believers live with hope. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 130 Characters)

Paul wrote a letter about the Day of the Lord, a day when God would come to judge the world and save His people.  #thegospelprojectkids
(Content -135 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
The prophets in the Old Testament told about the Day of the Lord, a day when God would come to judge the world and save His people. Paul said that in the future, on the Day of the Lord, Jesus will return for His people and judge the wicked. Believers live with hope, knowing that Jesus will come again.

E-MAIL
Unit 35, Session 2: Paul Gave Hope

Dear Parents,

Consider how your life would change if you could know the future—if you could accurately predict the weather or outcomes of baseball game. If you could know how your life is going to turn out, would you live today differently? In the bigger picture of God’s plan for the world, we do know the future. God reveals the outcome of His plan for humanity in His Word. 

In the Book of 1 Thessalonians, Paul writes about the future to encourage believers facing persecution. Their hope as believers then is the same as our hope as believers today. We look forward to a final resurrection, the return of Jesus, and the judgment of the world.

Around AD 50, the city of Thessalonica was filled with those who worshiped idols, Greek and Roman gods, and even the Roman emperor himself. So when Paul started a church there, he quickly faced persecution and was forced to flee the city. Even though he could not return, Paul still loved the young church and was concerned for them, so he sent Timothy to check on the believers.

Timothy reported back with good news—though the church was suffering from persecution, they were holding tightly to their faith. They did have some misunderstandings about Christianity, especially the return of Jesus, but they were working hard for the Lord. Paul wrote a letter to encourage the believers and to clear up misunderstandings about the future and what happens when Christians die.

Perhaps Paul’s greatest message was about the return of Jesus. The prophets in the Old Testament told about the Day of the Lord, a day when God would come to judge the world and save His people. Paul said that in the future, on the Day of the Lord, Jesus will return for His people and judge the wicked. Believers live with hope, knowing that Jesus will come again. That’s a promise we can still claim today.

Paul’s letter gave believers hope. Help your kids understand this week that the hope we find in the Bible is stronger than just wanting something to happen; biblical hope is expecting with confidence because we know God is faithful and true.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
God teaches us through the Bible.
	Jesus promised He would come back.
	Paul said to be ready for Jesus to come back.
	People who love Jesus will be with Him forever.

	Preschool
How do we live while waiting for Jesus to come back? We follow Jesus and tell everyone about Him.
	Paul encouraged believers in hard times.

	Kids
How do we live while waiting for Jesus to return? We remember God’s truth, grow in godliness, and spread the gospel.
	Paul encouraged the Thessalonians by reminding them that Jesus will return.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	2 Timothy 3:16-17 (2 Timothy 3:16 for Babies, Toddlers, and Preschoolers)

NEXT WEEK 
	“Remember God's Truth” (Jude 3-4,17-25)

h.8tmiqrabhczaUnit 35, Session 3: Remember God's Truth

TWEETS
Jude warned that some people would try to preach things that weren’t true. Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 139 Characters)

Jude warned Christians that some people would try to divide them by sinning and by teaching things that weren’t true. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 139 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
Jude warned the early Christians that some people would try to divide them by sinning and by teaching things that weren’t true. Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life—the One who protects His people from sin. Because of Jesus, we will be able to stand before God with joy.

E-MAIL
Unit 35, Session 3: Remember God's Truth

Dear Parents,

Jude, along with James, was a younger half-brother of Jesus. And like James, it wasn’t until Jesus rose from the dead that Jude believed Jesus was the Son of God. Sometime between AD 65 and AD 80, Jude wrote a short letter to warn believers about false teachers. False teachers had secretly made their way into the church, and Jude urged his readers not to abandon their beliefs but to “contend for the faith” (Jude 3). 

Jude wanted them to not only defend the true teachings but also to actively share the gospel. He told his friends to show mercy to those who doubt, to lead others to Jesus, and to hate sin.

There are still false teachers today, and some of them still try to sneak into the church itself. Remind your children that God loves us, and He warns us through Scripture to be on guard. We can study His Word to know what is true, and we can rely on the Holy Spirit for wisdom and discernment.

Such a strong warning about false teachers might be reason for panic among believers, but Jude ended his letter reminding them of God’s promise. Ultimately, Jesus is the One who protects His people from sin. Throughout history, God has been working out His plan to bring a people to Himself. God will keep us, and He calls us to not only remember His truth but to encourage other believers to defend the faith.

As you talk with your kids about this story, emphasize that Jude warned the early Christians that some people would try to divide them by sinning and by teaching things that weren’t true. Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life—the One who protects His people from sin. Because of Jesus, we will be able to stand before God with joy.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
God teaches us through the Bible.
	People were teaching wrong things about Jesus.
	Jude wrote a letter to help people know the truth. 
	The Bible helps us know what is true about Jesus.

	Preschool
How do we live while waiting for Jesus to come back? We follow Jesus and tell everyone about Him.
	Jude told believers to always remember God’s truth.
	Kids
How do we live while waiting for Jesus to return? We remember God’s truth, grow in godliness, and spread the gospel.
	Jude encouraged Christians to stand strong in the faith.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	2 Timothy 3:16-17 (2 Timothy 3:16 for Babies, Toddlers, and Preschoolers)

NEXT WEEK 
	“While We Wait” (2 Peter 3:1-13)

Unit 35, Session 4: While We Wait

TWEETS
At just the right time, Jesus will come again. We look forward to the new heavens and a new earth. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 120 Characters)

People thought the believers were foolish for thinking Jesus will return. God is patient, and Jesus will come again. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 138 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
Some people thought the believers were foolish for thinking Jesus is coming again. Peter explained that God is patient, and He wants everyone to trust in Jesus. At just the right time, Jesus will come again, and we look forward to the day when He creates the new heavens and a new earth.

E-MAIL
Unit 35, Session 4: While We Wait

Dear Parents,

Peter’s story of faith began when Jesus said, “Follow Me.” (Matt. 4:18) Peter and his brother Andrew—two fishermen from Galilee—left their nets and followed Jesus. As one of Jesus’ twelve disciples, Peter witnessed firsthand Jesus’ miracles and teachings. He saw Jesus heal his mother-in-law (Matt. 8:14) and raise a little girl from the dead (Luke 8:49-55). He saw Jesus walk on water, and Peter walked on water too. (Matt. 14:25-29)

Peter believed that Jesus is the Messiah (Matt. 16:16), and he was understandably upset when Jesus predicted that Peter would deny Him (Matt. 26:34-35). Peter fell asleep as Jesus prayed in the garden, and he drew his sword to defend Jesus when He was arrested. (Matt. 26:40; John 18:10) Peter denied Jesus three times, but after the resurrection Jesus appeared to Peter and the other disciples. Then Jesus restored Peter to ministry at the sea of Galilee. (John 21:15-19)

The first 12 chapters in the Book of Acts record the Holy Spirit’s work through Peter after Pentecost. God revealed to Peter that the gospel is for everyone—Jews and Gentiles. Peter was arrested and imprisoned for sharing the gospel, but an angel of the Lord rescued him. (Acts 12:1-8)

When Peter wrote his second letter, he was in prison again. Peter was aware that death was imminent. (2 Pet. 1:13-15) Like Jude, Peter warned against false teachers. Soon after his letter was written, Peter was killed in Rome as Jesus had predicted. (John 21:18-19) 

Some people thought the believers were foolish for thinking Jesus is coming again. Peter explained that God is patient, and He wants everyone to trust in Jesus. At just the right time, Jesus will come again, and we look forward to the day when He creates the new heavens and a new earth. 

As you talk about this Bible story with your kids, remind them that Peter’s letter was written nearly two thousand years ago to believers who were not far removed from Jesus’ life on earth. Today, we still wait eagerly for Jesus’ return, and God calls us to use our time on earth as an opportunity to better know and love Him, and to tell others about Him 

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
God teaches us through the Bible.
	Peter wrote a letter to believers waiting for Jesus.
	Jesus will come back one day.
	People who love Jesus will be with Him forever.

	Preschool
How do we live while waiting for Jesus to come back? We follow Jesus and tell everyone about Him.
	Peter wrote that Jesus will come back soon.

	Kids
How do we live while waiting for Jesus to return? We remember God’s truth, grow in godliness, and spread the gospel.
	Peter wrote that Jesus will return soon, so we should obey Him and tell others about Him.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	2 Timothy 3:16-17 (2 Timothy 3:16 for Babies, Toddlers, and Preschoolers)

NEXT WEEK 
	“John’s Vision of Jesus” (Revelation 1:9-20)


