

**Note to leaders: Use the tweets, status updates, and emails included in this document to keep parents informed of the Bible learning that their children are experiencing in the Gospel Project for Kids. Choose a method that works best for your church.**

Unit 34, Session 1: The Plan to Stop Paul

TWEETS
When others threatened his life, Paul obeyed Jesus. We can share the gospel with courage because God is with us. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 134 Characters)

God protected Paul so he could preach about Jesus. God planned for Paul to preach to kings and rulers. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 125 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
Even when others threatened his life, Paul continued to obey Jesus. He believed that God, who showed His love for the world by sending His Son to die on the cross and rise again, would help him through hard times. We too can risk everything to share the gospel with courage because we know that God loves us and will care for us.

E-MAIL
Unit 34, Session 1: The Plan to Stop Paul

Dear Parents,

This unit we will be talking about God’s plan for Paul, who had devoted his life to preaching the gospel and planting churches, in a frightening and dangerous position. As Paul’s third missionary journey came to an end, a prophet named Agabus warned him that the Jews would seize him in Jerusalem and hand him over to the Gentiles. (See Acts 21:10-11.)   But Paul did not hesitate, knowing Jerusalem was exactly where God wanted Paul to go. Paul returned to Jerusalem and was seized by a group of Jews who wanted to kill him because of the gospel.   The Roman soldiers nearby saw the commotion and stepped in, taking Paul into Roman custody. Now Paul was in Gentile hands. Paul remained under Roman protection and was staying in the barracks when the Lord gave him a message: “Have courage! For as you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so it is necessary for you to testify in Rome” (Acts 23:11).  What a comforting message for Paul! The sovereign Lord told Paul his future: You’re going to Rome. Paul wasn’t exactly sure how he was going to get to Rome, but he could trust that God was working all things together for that purpose.  The next morning, Paul’s nephew uncovered a plot to kill Paul and reported it to the Roman army commander. The commander arranged for Paul to go to Caesarea, where he would be safe.  In this Bible story, we see God using human means to bring about His end. Even when others threatened his life, Paul trusted that God is faithful. He believed that God, who showed His love for the world by sending Jesus to die on the cross and rise again, would help him through hard times. We too can risk everything to share the gospel with courage because we know that God loves us and will care for us. 
 As you talk to your kids this week, remind them that God calls us to be obedient and faithful as we take part in His greater plan to show His glory to us and through us for the fame of His name. No matter what obstacles we may face, God’s plan for us is always for His glory and our good. 
Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
●	Babies and Toddlers
○	God is always with us.
○	God chose Paul to tell people about Jesus.
○	Some people wanted to stop Paul.
○	God kept Paul safe so he could do God’s plan. 
●	Preschool
○	When should we tell others about Jesus? We should tell about Jesus all the time.
○	God protected Paul so he could preach about Jesus.
●	Kids
○	When should we tell others about Jesus? We should always tell others about Jesus even when it is difficult.
○	When Paul was arrested, God protected him so he could preach about Jesus.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
●	Philippians 1:20-21 (Philippians 1:21 for Babies, Toddlers, and Preschoolers)

NEXT WEEK 
●	“Paul Before Rulers” (Acts 24:22-27; 25:1-14; 26:24-32)
Unit 34, Session 2: Paul Before Rulers

TWEETS
Paul met with people again and again to tell about Jesus. Paul did whatever it took to share the gospel. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 126 Characters)

Paul preached about Jesus to governors and kings. He wanted everyone to believe that Jesus is Lord. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content -121 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
God had chosen Paul to take the gospel to Gentiles, kings and rulers, and the Israelites. (Acts 9:15-16) Paul met with people again and again to tell the good news about Jesus. He wanted everyone to believe that Jesus is Lord. Because Jesus has the power to save people from sin, Paul was willing to do whatever it took to share the gospel.

E-MAIL
Unit 34, Session 2: Paul Before Rulers

Dear Parents,

Paul was in custody in Caesarea, the capital of the Roman province of Judea. The Jewish leaders had brought serious charges against him, so Paul now stood before Felix, the governor. Felix listened to Paul’s defense but delayed a ruling. He met with Paul off and on for two years. When his time as governor ended, Felix left Paul in prison because he did not want to upset the Jews.

Festus succeeded Felix as governor. The Jews presented their accusations against Paul and asked Festus to bring him to Jerusalem. They hoped to ambush Paul as he traveled and kill him. But Festus invited Paul’s accusers to make their case in Caesarea. When Festus heard Paul’s case, he asked if Paul wanted to be tried in Jerusalem. Paul, knowing his rights as a Roman citizen, appealed to be heard by Caesar.

Several days later, King Agrippa visited Festus and heard about Paul. He asked to listen to Paul’s defense himself. Festus wasn’t sure how he would justify his sending Paul to Caesar without substantiated charges, and he hoped this hearing would provide stronger evidence against Paul. Agrippa told Paul he was out of his mind, but determined Paul could have been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar.

With these events, Paul was positioned to go to Rome, just as God had said he would. (See Acts 19:21; 23:11.) God had chosen Paul to take the gospel to Gentiles, kings, and the Israelites. (See Acts 9:15-16.) Paul was confident that Jesus has the power to save people from sin, and he was willing to do whatever it took to share the gospel.
This week, help your kids think about how Paul might have felt as he spoke before rulers and remained in custody for two years. Lead them to consider how God was at work to keep His promises in Paul’s life. 
Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
●	Babies and Toddlers
○	God is always with us.
○	Paul told rulers about Jesus.
○	Paul wanted everyone to hear and believe the good news.
○	We can tell people about Jesus. 
●	Preschool
○	When should we tell others about Jesus? We should tell about Jesus all the time. 
○	Paul preached about Jesus to rulers.
●	Kids
○	When should we tell others about Jesus? We should always tell others about Jesus even when it is difficult.
○	Paul preached about Jesus to governors and kings.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
●	Philippians 1:20-21 (Philippians 1:21 for Babies, Toddlers, and Preschoolers)

NEXT WEEK 
●	“The Shipwreck” (Acts 27:13-44; 28:11-16)

Unit 34, Session 3: The Shipwreck

TWEETS
Paul told the sailors to trust and obey God. God calls us to trust in His Son, Jesus, who died to rescue us from sin. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 139 Characters)

God protected Paul in the shipwreck so he could stand before Caesar. Paul trusted God to rescue them from the storm. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 137 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
Paul trusted God to keep His promise to rescue them from the storm. He encouraged the sailors to trust and obey God too. God calls us to trust in His Son, Jesus, who died to rescue us from sin and death, and to tell others this good news.

E-MAIL
Unit 34, Session 3: The Shipwreck

Dear Parents,

Paul was in Roman custody because the Jews said things about Paul that were untrue. Paul had stood before rulers in Caesarea and invoked his right as a Roman citizen to appeal to Caesar. So Festus the governor arranged for Paul to go to Rome.

Paul got onto a ship going toward Rome. As if Paul’s journey to Rome had not already been delayed and complicated enough, the ship was caught up in a terrible storm. Paul had warned the crew not to sail from Crete because they would lose everything and die. But they didn’t listen. But Paul still gave them hope. An angel had appeared to Paul. He said Paul would make it to Rome and all of the people with him would survive.

Paul urged everyone on the ship to eat so they would have energy. The sailors planned to run the ship ashore on an island, but the ship got stuck on a sandbar. The waves battered the ship and it broke into pieces; however, all of the people survived and made it safely to shore.

Paul suffered for Christ. In his letter to the church at Corinth, Paul listed the kinds of things he faced: beatings, stoning, shipwrecks, various dangers, hardship, sleepless nights, hunger and thirst, nakedness, and other daily pressures. (See 2 Cor. 11:24-29.) Again and again, Paul saw evidence of God’s control over his life and the gospel was advanced.

As you talk with your kids about this story, emphasize that Paul trusted God to keep His promise to rescue them from the storm. He also encouraged the sailors to trust God too. God calls us to trust in His Son, Jesus, who died to rescue us from sin and death, and to tell others this good news. We can encourage others to trust God because we know He is good and in control.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
●	Babies and Toddlers
○	God is always with us.
○	Paul was taken on a boat to Rome.
○	A storm broke apart Paul’s boat, but God kept him safe.
○	Nothing could stop God’s plan for Paul.

●	Preschool
○	When should we tell others about Jesus? We should tell about Jesus all the time. 
○	God protected Paul in the shipwreck.
●	Kids
○	When should we tell others about Jesus? We should always tell others about Jesus even when it is difficult.
○	God protected Paul in the shipwreck so he could stand before Caesar.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
●	Philippians 1:20-21 (Philippians 1:21 for Babies, Toddlers, and Preschoolers)

NEXT WEEK 
●	“Paul’s Joy in Prison” (Philippians 1:12-30)

Unit 34, Session 4: Paul’s Joy in Prison

TWEETS
Paul knew that because Jesus suffered to bring salvation to the world, believers doing God’s work would suffer too. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 137 Characters)

God used Paul’s hard circumstances to spread the gospel and grow the church. Paul told the Philippians to be joyful.  #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 139 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
God used Paul’s difficult circumstances to spread the gospel and build the church. Paul knew that because Jesus suffered to bring salvation to the world, believers doing God’s work would suffer too.

E-MAIL
Unit 34, Session 4: Paul’s Joy in Prison

Dear Parents,

Paul wrote his letter to the Philippian believers when he was a prisoner at a house in Rome. Paul had planted the church in Philippi about 10 years earlier. The letter begins with thanksgiving and joy, a remarkable response in light of Paul’s lengthy imprisonment. He was waiting to present his case to Caesar, the emperor of Rome.

People began to hear about Paul and why he was a prisoner. The whole imperial guard knew that Paul was in chains because he followed Jesus. Despite what seemed like a series of setbacks, the sufferings Paul faced actually advanced the gospel—and for this reason, Paul was joyful.

No matter what chaos or suffering surrounded Paul, these realities were constant: the gospel was being spread, Jesus was Lord, and Paul knew Him. This eternal perspective was essential to Paul’s peace and joy. God used Paul’s difficult circumstances to spread the gospel and build the church. Paul knew that because Jesus suffered to bring salvation to the world, believers doing God’s work would suffer too.

As you share this story with your kids, remind them that joy is one of the qualities seen in the fruit of the Spirit. (Gal. 5:22) Explain that joy is delight that comes from knowing and serving God. Paul’s joy was not self-generated. He didn’t muster up joy because he was super-spiritual or naively optimistic about his circumstances. Paul had joy because he was focused on Jesus.

Think about suffering in your own life. How do you typically respond to suffering? What does your reaction to suffering reveal about what you believe about God? What does it reveal about what you most treasure in life? Remind your kids that joy in suffering does not discredit grief and pain, but it gives hope in difficult times. This joy is rooted in the faithfulness of God, who ultimately does everything for His glory and our good. 

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
●	Babies and Toddlers
○	God is always with us.
○	Paul was happy to tell about Jesus.
○	Paul was ready to live or die for Jesus.
○	God’s plans for us are always good.

●	Preschool
○	When should we tell others about Jesus? We should tell about Jesus all the time. 
○	Paul told the Philippians to be joyful.

●	Kids
○	When should we tell others about Jesus? We should always tell others about Jesus even when it is difficult.
○	While he was in prison, Paul told the Philippian church to be joyful.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
●	Philippians 1:20-21 (Philippians 1:21 for Babies, Toddlers, and Preschoolers)

NEXT WEEK 
●	“Paul Made Much of Jesus” (Colossians 1:15–2:3)

Unit 34, Session 5: Paul Made Much of Jesus

TWEETS
Paul encouraged believers by reminding them that Jesus is great. The gospel is true, and Jesus is all we need. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 132 Characters)

Paul reminded believers that Jesus is great. Jesus is God’s Son who died on the cross to rescue us from sin. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 130 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
Paul encouraged believers by reminding them that Jesus is great. Jesus is God’s Son, and He died on the cross to rescue people from sin. The gospel is true, and Jesus is all we need.

E-MAIL
Unit 34, Session 5: Paul Made Much of Jesus

Dear Parents,

Paul wrote his letter to the church at Colossae not long after he arrived in Rome as a prisoner. The letter served to correct false teaching in the church and to encourage right living among believers. Focus on verses 15-20, in which Paul described who Jesus is.

Paul’s teaching to the Colossians was important because the believers were trying to figure out what it meant to follow Jesus. They were struggling to understand the gospel and discern what is really true. These are the same questions we face as believers today: Who is Jesus? What is the gospel? What is true about God and about myself?

Keep these points in mind as you talk about this Bible story with your kids.

1. Jesus is the image of the invisible God. (Col. 1:15) If you want to know what God is like, look at Jesus. His life and teaching tells us what is true about God. He reflects God’s character. (See Heb. 1:3.) Jesus Himself said, “The one who has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9).

2. Jesus is Creator. (Col. 1:16-17) Because He created everything, He is in charge of everything—even invisible things! He controls and sustains all things. Because He is at the center, we can take comfort in Him even when life is hard.

3. Jesus is King. (Col. 1:18) The reality is that we live in God’s kingdom. If we live for ourselves instead of Him, we sin. Sin is rebellion against the King. We deserve to die for our sin, but the good news—the gospel—is that Jesus came to save sinners.


As you share with your kids this week, help them see Paul made much of Jesus because Jesus is better. Paul encouraged believers by reminding them that Jesus is great. Jesus is God’s Son, and He died on the cross to rescue people from sin. The gospel is true, and Jesus is all we need.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
●	Babies and Toddlers
○	God is always with us.
○	Jesus shows us what God is like.
○	Paul said that Jesus made everything.
○	God’s plan is all about Jesus.

●	Preschool
○	When should we tell others about Jesus? We should tell about Jesus all the time. 
○	Paul said that Jesus is most important.

●	Kids
○	When should we tell others about Jesus? We should always tell others about Jesus even when it is difficult.
○	Jesus is better than anyone or anything else.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
●	Philippians 1:20-21 (Philippians 1:21 for Babies, Toddlers, and Preschoolers)

NEXT WEEK 
●	“Paul’s Letter to Philemon” (Philemon 8-22)




