
The Gospel Project for Adults, Winter 2017-18 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Session 9 
 
 
Introduction: Illustrate from experience.  
 
Share a time you received a gift you didn’t really want and how you responded, whether 
appropriately or not. Before class, review the following information from a website 
explaining how to receive a gift graciously: 
 
https://holidappy.com/holidays/Gift-Receiving-Etiquette-and-Manners-A-Guide-for-
Children 
 
Ask, “Are we, as a society, good at accepting gifts? Why or why not?”  
 
After some discussion, put something like the following in your own words: “Today 
we’re going to look at God’s greatest gift to us: salvation. We’re going to look at how we 
receive this gift and how to respond appropriately by observing what the early church 
discovered.” 
 
 
Point 1: Reflect on grace.  
 
After discussing Acts 15:1-5, read aloud the following quote from the Leader Guide 
(page 120): “No one deserves an invitation into a relationship with the living God. 
Salvation is by grace. Grace initiated it. Grace sustains it. Grace fulfills it. Gentiles 
should not have to do something to earn salvation when no one else had done anything to 
merit it.” 
 
Ask, “How do you define the word grace?” After discussing several personal definitions, 
read some or all of the explanation from the article “God’s Grace Is Mind-Blowing”: 
 
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/god-s-grace-is-mind-blowing 
 
 
Point 2: Explore the New Testament’s teaching on freedom.  
 
Say something like the following: “Peter and James both stood and spoke to the debate at 
hand: what was required for salvation? They both took the position that there was 
freedom in salvation because salvation is by grace through faith.” 
 
Invite a few volunteers to read the following words of Peter and James dealing with 
freedom: 
 

• James 1:25 
• James 2:12 
• 1 Peter 2:16 

 
Point out that Paul and Barnabas had also testified concerning the power of the Spirit 
they had seen in the Gentiles. Paul also wrote concerning freedom in Galatians 5:1-6.  
 
 



Conclusion: Apply Scripture to today’s context.  
 
Say something like the following: “At first, we might have a little trouble identifying the 
application of today’s passage of Scripture to our own 21st century lives. Yet, we do the 
same thing as those who added to the gospel. What are some requirements or conditions 
that we add to receiving salvation?”  
 
Encourage learners to admit that sometimes we want people to clean up, sober up, or 
dress up before they are welcomed to come to Christ. 
 
Use this video of “Come As You Are” by Crowder as a way to reflect on how we invite 
others—and even ourselves—to come to Jesus: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r2zhf2mqEMI 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Check your attitude for the right spirit of submission before teaching this lesson. Many 
times, as laypeople of a church, we feel that the bureaucracy within our church can keep 
us from moving as God calls. However, in the instance from Acts 15, we see that the 
council of the leadership of the Jerusalem church led to the appropriate decision for 
themselves and the other involved churches. Ask God to help you submit to the leaders 
placed around you.  
 


