
The Gospel Project for Adults, Spring 2017 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Session 12 
 
 
Introduction: Use song to illustrate the theme of the passage. 
 
Invite each learner to jot down the names of five friends on a piece of paper. 
 
Ask, “What does it mean to be a friend? What must you do when someone is 
your friend? Can someone be your friend if you never communicate with 
them?” Guide learners to verbalize the fact that friends spend time together 
and walk through life together. 
 
Obtain a copy of the song “Jesus, Friend of Sinners” by Casting Crowns 
(available on YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BY6VAy9y_iQ).  
 
Open with prayer, asking God to change our hearts to beat with the 
compassion of our Lord. 
 
 
Point 1: Show how obstacles challenge our desire to seek Jesus. 
 
Choose one of the following inspirational videos of kids and adults 
overcoming obstacles in their lives and watch it together: 
https://newsela.com/text-sets/5585/overcoming-obstacles  
 
Read Jeremiah 29:13 and Acts 17:27 as texts that provide biblical basis for 
seeking God.  
 
Ask, “What obstacles did Zacchaeus need to overcome in order to see 
Jesus?” (Answer: height, social disdain, crowds, etc.) Then ask, “How 
dedicated are you when it comes to seeking Jesus? Are you willing to put 
forth the effort and discipline to overcome obstacles to make Him your 
priority?” 
 
 
Point 2: Acknowledge the danger involved in rescue.  
 
Show the following video “10 Amazing Animal Rescues” filmed in India: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k8s8GdTHeyc 
 
Ask, “What were some of the dangers of saving some of these animals? 
Why might it not seem worth it to save them?” 
 



Point out that just as we are moved with compassion to help animals in need, 
all people need Jesus. Ask, “What are some of the dangers we face in 
reaching out to people who need Jesus? Why might it not seem worth it to 
save them?” 
 
Ask, “What do we learn from Jesus’ example?” 
 
 
Conclusion: Speak of Jesus’ work by using verbs.  
 
As a class, make a list of “verbs” (actions) that Jesus has done for you. Write 
them on a board or large piece of paper as people offer answers aloud. 
(Examples may include “saved,” “loved,” “forgave,” “strengthened,” etc.)  
 
Invite learners to use the group answers to write down their own personal 
list. Say, “Like Zacchaeus, we have a powerful testimony of what Jesus did 
for us. Also, like Zacchaeus, we should be compelled to tell and show others 
how He has changed us.”  
 
Demonstrate how using these verbs can provide a dynamic, succinct 
testimony to someone who does not know Christ. 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Do not back away from the truth of this lesson: Everyone in Zacchaeus’ 
community would have shunned him; Jesus intentionally sought him out. 
Dare learners to find people who have no one else on their side and go out of 
their way to show them Christ. 
 


