
The Gospel Project for Adults, Spring 2017 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Special Session (Easter) 
 
Introduction: Discuss identity by using public figures. 
 
Invite learners to speak aloud the primary identity of each of the following 
people as you name them:  
 

• Bill Gates 
• LeBron James 
• Abraham Lincoln 
• Serena Williams 
• Queen Elizabeth 

 
(Feel free to substitute other names of well-known people.)  
 
Share with learners that most of the people you identified are known for one 
basic identity. For example, LeBron James is known as a basketball player. 
He is also a husband, a dad, and other things. But he’s known for his 
basketball position.  
 
Say something like this: “Today, we’re looking at the primary identity of 
Jesus of Nazareth. He was and is many things: a teacher, a carpenter, a 
leader, and a healer. But His primary identity is what set Him apart from 
everyone else in history.”     
 
 
Point 1: Highlight the difference between personal knowledge and general 
perception. 
 
Instruct each learner to write down the name of a person he or she knows 
extremely well. Beside that person’s name, have the members fill in the 
blanks for the following sentence:  
 
“Most people think he/she is _____________, but I know he/she is really 
______________.”  
 
Tell them to prepare to provide an example aloud.  
 
Ask, “What is the difference between knowing about someone and truly 
knowing someone?” As you read the Scripture passage for Point 1, highlight 
that Peter did something similar with Jesus.  
 



Point 2: Connect the idea of premature death with Jesus.  
 
Find a website that lists people who died young and see if your group can 
guess ten famous people from such a list.  
 
[Feel free to use this list, “Famous People Who Died Young,” from the 
website Ranker: http://www.ranker.com/list/99-famous-people-who-died-
young/james707. If you utilize this list, be sure to look at #29.] 
 
Say something like the following: “Death is always hard for loved ones, but 
why is it especially difficult when someone dies at a young age?” 
 
Point to Matthew 16:21-23 and ask, “What did the Jews expect of their 
Messiah? Why was the death of their Messiah unexpected?” 
 
[If you have access to John Piper’s book Fifty Reasons Why Jesus Came to 
Die, show it to your group. Consider reading this book as a class in order to 
gain a deeper understanding of the meaning of Jesus’ death.] 
 
 
Conclusion: Share some Jim Elliot quotes to assist reflection on what it 
means to follow Jesus sacrificially. 
 
After discussing the Jim Elliot quote included in the body of the Conclusion 
section of the Personal Study Guide (page 71), read aloud some of the 
quotes in this article, “Jim Elliot Quotes That Will Change the Way You 
Think About Sacrifice”: http://archives.relevantmagazine.com/god/jim-
elliot-quotes-will-change-way-you-think-about-sacrifice 
 
Say something like the following: “We are wise to consider these quotes not 
because we love Jim Elliot but because of how he chose to follow Jesus 
sacrificially. How can the death of Christ inspire us to die to ourselves and 
live for Him?”  
 
Challenge learners to commit to one specific way they can choose to live 
sacrificially like Jesus today. 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Easter is a wonderful opportunity for outreach! Plan to have extra food, 
coffee, and supplies for guests whenever your group meets to celebrate the 
holiday. Encourage regular attenders to sit with visitors and get to know 
them. 
 


