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Studying the Gospels with Eyes on the Gospel

For those of us who’ve been Christians for any significant amount of time, the story of Jesus’ life is well 
known. We can rehearse the details: He was born to a virgin girl named Mary, and His birth was announced 
to shepherds by angels. He was hated by the religious leaders of His day, even as the marginalized revered 
Him. He performed miracles and taught with authority. He forgave sins and commanded demons. He 
even raised the dead!  

You know all this. You’re familiar with it. And that’s a good thing, but there’s also a danger to familiarity. 
When we’re familiar with a story, we can overlook the details. We may become apathetic and neglect it 
altogether, assuming there’s nothing more we can learn. 

This is true of the Gospels, as well. But God always has more to teach us through the story of Christ’s birth, 
life, death, and resurrection. Over the next 90 minutes, our panelists will address this as they address a 
number of topics, including:

• Whether it is possible to teach about the events of Jesus’ life and ministry and miss the gospel;

• How we can protect ourselves against apathy (and familiarity) when studying and 
teaching these books; and

• Why the hard teachings and miracles of Jesus matter for believers of all ages.

As you watch and discuss this event, we would encourage you to use your notes and the discussion 
questions with friends and ministry partners as you consider how to apply what you’ve heard in 
your life and ministry. 

Share your highlights using #gospelproject17
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
What points of discussion were most meaningful to you personally?

Name one or two passages that are extremely familiar to you. What do you typically do when you come 
to them in Scripture? 

Name one or two passages you are tempted to avoid. What is it about these passages that createsw this 
response? If you’re a group leader or teacher, how do you think it will help you as you teach?
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How has what you’ve heard assist you in counteracting this response?

Why does it matter that we focus on the gospel, even when reading and studying the Gospels?

What steps can you take to keep the gospel in view in your personal reading and study?

As a leader or facilitator, how can you keep the gospel in view in your class or group study? 
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ABOUT THE PANELISTS
Trevin Wax is Managing Editor of The Gospel Project and the Bible and References Publisher at 
LifeWay Christian Resources, author of multiple books, and Teaching Pastor at Third Baptist Church 
in Murfreesboro, TN. 

John Murchison is the Director of Children’s Ministry at The Austin Stone Community Church, developing 
teams, leaders, and environments to minister to families with children from birth to 5th grade.

Jana Magruder is the Director of LifeWay Kids and the author of Kids Ministry that Nourishes 
(B&H Publishing Group).

Afshin Ziafat is the Lead Pastor and an elder of Providence Church in Frisco, TX.

Daniel Darling is the Vice President for Communications for the Ethics and Religious Liberty 
Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention, and Pastor of Teaching and Discipleship at Green Hills 
Church in Mt Juliet, TN.

Paul Martin is the Senior Pastor of Grace Fellowship Church in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, and a council 
member of The Gospel Coalition Canada.


