
The Gospel Project for Adults, Winter 2016-17 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Session 7 
 
 
Introduction: Connect with the lesson through a video clip. 
 
As your group members arrive, set up the lesson by having them discuss tragedies 
they have experienced or observed, particularly ones that have caused them to 
question God. Then prepare the group to watch a video about professional surfer 
Bethany Hamilton from the film Soul Surfer. This powerful clip, “Something 
Good,” is about her questions about how her recent tragedy relates to God’s plan (2 
minutes, 7 seconds): http://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/soul-
surfer/something-good 
 
 
Part 1: Emphasize the theme of God’s faithfulness. 
 
In this part of the lesson we are learning to seek the Lord even when it seems He is 
hidden (Esther 4:1-7). The leader guide reminds us that throughout the Book of 
Esther we find no mention of God. Interestingly enough, the book screams God’s 
sovereignty and perfection and points to a faithful God.  
 
We can see the weaving of His work and the power of a God who keeps His 
promises. When God seems hidden, we must still seek Him and remember how He 
has been faithful to His people in the past.  
 
Before your group arrives, place a tear sheet on the focal wall that says “God’s 
Faithfulness.” At this point in the lesson, hand out post-it notes and instruct your 
group members to write on it an occasion when God showed His faithfulness. 
Remembering God’s faithfulness to us in our past will help us seek Him and trust 
when He seems hidden (Ps. 77:11). 
 
  



Part 2: Help your group understand their role in God’s plan.  
 
Mordecai’s challenge in Esther 4:14 is a challenge for all believers: “If you keep 
silent at this time, liberation and deliverance will come to the Jewish people from 
another place, but you and your father’s house will be destroyed. Who knows, 
perhaps you have come to your royal position for such a time as this.”   
 
In reflection of this passage consider the following questions with your group: 

• When have you been silent in a situation where you should have spoken? 
• Did God need Esther?  

 
As a group, consider doing a ministry project together that will help your group 
discover the role each member plays in God’s big plan. As group leader, it might 
be important if you choose this option or to bring a few ideas of serving projects 
for the group to think about together. Try to avoid getting stuck at the point merely 
of considering projects.  
 
 
Part 3: Establish the theme with story and fact. 
 
Before the group starts, gather information for your group about the persecuted 
church. Here is a place to start: https://www.persecution.com 
 
Focus in on a story about a person who currently is taking many risks to follow 
Christ. Share such a story with the group. This will help your group discuss and 
accept the risks that are associated with obeying Christ’s commands for 
unswerving obedience. 
 
 
Conclusion: End your time with prayer. 
 
Lead your group to close out the lesson in prayer clusters. Break into smaller 
groups of 3-4 and pray over each other’s “defining moments” and what steps each 
person needs to take in order to prepare to be obedient.   
 


