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Introduction: Connect to one of the central points of the lesson. 
 
If you have a shirt you are willing to sacrifice for this illustration, place a stain on 
the shirt you plan to wear to teach the group session in a location that is readily 
visible. Write the title of the lesson on easel paper or a white board: “Tainted by 
Sin.”  
Wait for someone to respond and reply something like, “It’s no big deal. I don’t 
think it is important to my overall appearance. My shirt still looks good. One stain 
doesn’t ruin the look.” Wait for it—hopefully your group will see the connection 
of your statement to the theme of the lesson. (See Option 1 under Closer.) 
 
Part 1: Explore the passage in detail. 
Establish/nail down how Scripture describes the behavior of one man and his 
behavior’s impact on a nation:  

• How do you express being disobedient to a rule or an authority (e.g., 
messing up, disappointing, rebelling, breaking the rules, etc.)? 

• How is ruling breaking described in 7:1 and 7:11? 
o Verse 1: “unfaithful,” (HCSB); “disregarded” (Word Biblical 

Commentary); “acted unfaithfully” (Tyndale) 
o Verse 11: “Israel sinned” (HCSB); sin means to miss the target 

• How do our words and phrases for rule-breaking contrast with the biblical 
phrases in 7:1 and 11? [Responses may include seriousness, formality, and 
significance. We often wink at sin.] 

 
 
Part 2: Highlight biblical themes. 
 
Challenge your group members to construct a comparison to the salvation of 
Rahab and the destruction of Achan. This is best done in groups of 4-6 people. 
 
Comparisons include: 

• Rahab’s testimony of faith (Josh. 2:8-13) and Achan’s testimony of thievery 
and deceit (7:20-21); 

• Rahab and her family’s salvation in the midst of destruction (2:22-25) and 
Achan’s family destruction (7:25-26); and 

• Rahab’s legacy (6:25) and Achan’s legacy (7:25-26) 



Also, compare the melting of hearts (2:11; 7:5) and the designation of “set apart for 
destruction” (6:17; 7:12). 
 
 
Closer: Use objects to illustrate a point. 
 
Option 1: Bring with you to class a laundry detergent stick that will remove the 
stains from your shirt. (See Introduction.) Focus on God’s sacrifice of Himself in 
the Son; while we are set aside for destruction, God through the atoning death 
Christ provides cleansing and removal of the taint of sin that soils our lives. 
 
Option 2: Bring with you a special serving dish or pitcher that you or your family 
sets aside for special occasions. As this serving piece is “devoted” for only special 
occasions and not casual use, the Lord has devoted His children for His glory, not 
to be marred by fixation on everyday things. To apply Joshua’s words to ourselves, 
we are to be “dedicated to the LORD and must go into the LORD’s treasury” 
(6:19). 


