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Introduction: Connect to one of the central points of the lesson. 
 
Ask your group members to reflect on their reaction to stressful or crisis situations. 
The classic responses in emotionally charged situations are fight, flight, or 
paralysis. What is your ‘go to’ reaction in tough situations? If appropriate, take 60 
seconds and have each group member share his or her thoughts with someone who 
is not his or her spouse. State that in today’s lesson the characters in the Joshua 6 
account exercise none of the tendencies noted above. 
 
Part 1: Engage all of your group members. 
Before reading the biblical passage, distribute 3-by-5-inch notecards to your group 
and ask each member to jot down from memory God’s (and Joshua’s) instructions 
to the people in regard to the conquest of Jericho. Ask individuals to volunteer 
responses at random, regardless of chronological order.  
This activity is called “formative assessment”: the teacher or leader assesses the 
level of prior knowledge and informs how he should proceed. Also, it informs the 
members so each will adjust his attention and focus to missing information. 
Next, read Joshua 6:1-5,15-21, and ask group members to fill in the missing pieces 
of instructions. Note that the Lord’s instructions were very precise, so we ought to 
delve into the “what” before we consider the “why.” 
Emphasize verse 2 and verse 16, and point out that the verb tense indicates that the 
Lord has gone before His people. The task is presented as an already completed 
fact. God gets all the glory! 
 
Part 2: Challenge with silence. 
Here is a request that some group members will find difficult, but it is worth 
considering: 

• Step 1: Review verse 10 of Joshua 6 and observe an odd wrinkle in 
the instructions—silence. 

• Step 2: Review the background discussion on page 50 of the Leader 
Guide related to the number 7 and what it represents. 

• Step 3: Challenge your group members to sit silently for seven 
minutes. During this time, ask them to consider how difficult it must 
have been for the warriors to merely march and not attack. Finally, 



ask the group members, “What is God challenging you to release to 
Him?” Say, “Yes, you are to show up and march in place, but God 
does the heavy lifting.” 

 
Part 3: Use a story from personal experience.  
Share the following story (or a similar one) from your own experience: 

My wife and I were applying for a loan for our new home in a new 
community. As is the process, we were ask to reveal all of our income and 
all of our expenses as a part of the decision-making process by the loan 
officer. After we completed the list of expenses, he noticed a sum of money 
in the income that was not accounted for, so he politely asked, “So where’s 
the rest?” We had not mentioned our tithe up to this point and said, “We 
give 10 percent of all that we make to our church.” The young man was 
extremely surprised and told us so. 

Connect the brief story with the lesson. Explain that giving a standard amount of 
money to your church on a regular basis demonstrates trust in God, just as the 
Israelites trusted God to deliver Jericho to them by obeying His instructions. It 
acknowledges that He will provide for us as we seek to obey Him and pursue His 
purposes. Make the appropriate connections to your story if you opt to share a 
different account than the one above. 
 
Closing Application: Challenge the group to discern cultural standards. 
Ask the group, “Which New Testament instructions (i.e., “marching orders”) are 
just as foreign in our culture as God’s instructions to march silently around a 
fortress?” 
Some examples might include commands like the following: submitting to one 
another (Eph. 5:21); wives submitting to husbands (Eph. 5:22-24); husbands 
sacrificing for their wives (Eph. 5:25-28); abstaining from sexual immorality 
(1 Thess. 4:3); and exercising caution about material wealth (Luke 12:15). 
 


