
The Gospel Project for Adults Spring 2016 
Extended Instructional Approaches for Session 2 
 
Introduction: Connect to one of the central points of the lesson. 
 
Ask your group members to reflect on the title and ask them to think of as many 
references to serpents or snakes in Scripture as they can. In each case, presence of 
one or more snakes is arresting, if not deadly. But mysteriously, God uses these 
situations for His purpose and glory. 
A few examples to consider: Genesis 3:15; Exodus 7:8-13; 2 Kings 18:4. 
 
Point 1: Explore the passage in-depth. 
Spend a few minutes assisting your group in identifying where in Egypt this 
narrative in Numbers 21 occurs.  
Ask them to find Mount Hor on a map in their Bibles; provide an outline of the 
region and ask them to trace the movements of the Israelites; sketch the area from 
memory for the group on a board and challenge them to follow along.  
Where the Israelites are and how long their sojourn lasts is important to the story of 
their rebellion and punishment. 
 
Point 1: Engage your group members in team competition. 
Type out the events in Numbers 21:4-9. Place each event on a separate piece of 
paper. Next, make multiple copies of these pages. Divide your group into teams of 
3-5 and challenge them to place the events in the correct order as described in the 
passage. The first team to get them in the correct order wins the competition. 
(Note: You will be amazed at how competitive the men become all of a sudden!) 
 
Point 1: Examine the verses for important spiritual challenges. 
The Israelites cried out, “We have sinned…” (Num. 21:7). Ask your participants 
how people describe themselves when doing something morally wrong. Seldom in 
daily life do we admit that we have sinned. Instead, individuals often use the 
phrases “messed up,” “goofed up,” or “slipped up.” But sin literally means 
“missing the mark.” There is an absolute, and our efforts or intentions completely 
miss what we should be doing. 
 



Point 2: Challenge your group members to find similarities and differences. 
In John 3:14-15, Christ calls His followers to recognize an amazing comparison 
between the bronze serpent and Himself. Give your participants a sheet of paper or 
notecard and ask them to draw two overlapping circles, commonly known as a 
Venn diagram.  
In one circle, place qualities of the bronze serpent that are UNLIKE Christ. In the 
other circle, place qualities of Christ that are UNLIKE the bronze serpent. In the 
area of intersection, place aspects of the two that are similar. See the examples 
below: 
 
Bronze Serpent:    Similarities:   Christ: 
Previously brought death   Both were lifted up        Cure is final  
 
Closer: Exhort your group members to examine themselves for idolatry. 
Review the discussion on page 26 of the Leader Guide regarding our tendency to 
look to idols rather than the Savior. Share this with your group and challenge them 
to consider prayerfully if they have something in their lives that they have made 
the focus of their attention as opposed to looking to Jesus for salvation and 
purpose. 
 


