
The Gospel Project for Adults, Winter 2015-2016  
Extended Instructional Approaches for Session 3  
 
Introduction: Help group members to connect with the lesson 
through their stories.  
 
As your group enters, give them a handout that says “Salvation Story.” Allow 
everyone time to write their respective stories of coming to faith in Christ. Give 
them 3-4 minutes to write out their experiences through your questions and then 
ask for 1-2 volunteers to share the details about their conversion experience.  
 

• When did you accept Christ as your Savior? 
• How old were you when you received Christ? 
• Who shared the gospel message with you or helped you to understand how 

to respond to it? 
• Where were you and what do you remember about the environment? 

 
God wants His people to remember the exodus from Egypt, so He gave them a 
multisensory way to celebrate it—the Passover meal. In the new covenant, He also 
gives us a multisensory way to remember our salvation through the Lord’s Supper. 
It is important that even in our busyness that we do not forget all that the Lord has 
done for us and for our salvation. 
 
 
Part 1:  Help your group members to connect Scripture with 
Scripture.  
 
God warns of impending judgment in Exodus 11:4-8. In this passage, we see the 
final plague that would be worse than all the others. We also see Moses’ warning 
to Pharaoh about the impending doom. The plague is the killing of all the Egyptian 
firstborn. Does this plague remind you of any other time in Scripture?   
 
It is interesting that the final plague is a repeat of history, a history that involves 
Moses. Read Exodus 1:15-22. There, Pharaoh tells the Midwives to kill all Hebrew 
baby boys, commanding all his people to throw the Hebrew baby boys into the 
Nile. Moses is saved when his mother put him in a tare basket that floats and 
Pharaoh’s daughter saves him. He was saved “for such a time as this.” Interestingly 
enough, the same doom comes now to Egypt and Pharaoh’s household through the 
Lord and the voice of Moses.  



 
• What does aligning these two passages of Scripture teach you about God and 

His covenant with Israel? 
• How do you think Moses’ own story of being “passed over” empowers him 

when he meets with Pharaoh? 
 
 
Part 2: Help group members to understand the major theme. 
 
God told Moses and Aaron that there would be a new calendar and it would be a 
sign of a new beginning (Exod. 12:1-2ff). At the beginning of the year they would 
remember God’s great salvation that was provided to them through the Lord’s 
Passover. Likewise, we are called to remember how the Lord has given us a great 
salvation and how He has passed over us and offered us eternal life.  
 
Have group members get into groups of 2-3 and give them 5 minutes to discuss 
how they are going to remember the perfect sacrifice and keep Christ as central in 
their lives. Examples will likely include ideas such as the following: personal 
retreat, physical symbols, artistic displays, testimonies, fasting, and praying.  
 

• What were the details that God laid out for the sacrifice in order for their 
houses to be passed over? 

• How does the element of sacrifice in the Passover foreshadow the cross? 
 
 
Part 3:  Help group members to connect the lesson with an 
illustration. 
 
Read the story of John Newton’s life (the excerpt below taken and adapted from 
http://www.anointedlinks.com/amazing_grace.html). 
 
Newton (1725-1807) wrote the hymn “Amazing Grace.” He was born in London 
on July 24, the son of a commander of a merchant ship that sailed the 
Mediterranean. In 1744, he was impressed into service on a man-of-war, the 
H.M.S. Harwich. Finding conditions on board intolerable, he deserted but was 
soon recaptured and publically flogged and demoted.  
 
At his own request, Newton was exchanged into service on a slave ship, which 
took him to the coast of Sierra Leone. He then became the servant of a slave trader 



and was brutally abused. Early in 1748, a sea captain who had known John’s father 
rescued him, which led to Newton’s becoming the captain of his own ship, one that 
plied the slave trade.  
 
Although Newton had some religious instruction from his mother, who had died 
when he was a child, he had long since given up any religious convictions. 
However, on a homeward voyage, while he was attempting to steer the ship 
through violent storm, he experienced what he referred to later as his “great 
deliverance.” He recorded in his journal that when all seemed lost and the ship 
would surely sink, he exclaimed, “Lord, have mercy upon us.” Later in his cabin 
he reflected on what he has said and began to believe that God had addressed him 
through the storm and that grace had begun to work on him.  
 
Many years later, he penned the hymn “Amazing Grace.” 
 

Amazing grace! (how sweet the sound) 
That sav’d a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 
 
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears reliev’d; 
How precious did that grace appear, 
The hour I first believ’d! 
 
Thro’ many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 
’Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 
 
The Lord has promis’d good to me, 
His word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be, 
As long as life endures. 
 
Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail, 
And mortal life shall cease; 



I shall possess, within the veil, 
A life of joy and peace. 
 
The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, 
The sun forbear to shine; 
But God, who call’d me here below, 
Will be forever mine. 


