
 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL RESOURCE 
Gospel-Centered Life: Session 11 
 
Hospitality 
Key Statement: Hospitality means that we 1) welcome others, 2) befriend believers and 
unbelievers, and 3) represent Christ’s love.  
 
::CONNECT:: 
 
Activity 1: Push and Pull 

• As a group, ask your students to come up with a list of things that draw people 
together (e.g., common interests like music, food, the same school, etc.). 

• Next, come up with a list of things that pull people apart (jealousy, differing tastes, 
differing personalities, etc.). 

• Split your students into several groups (3-5 each). Have each group count off. 
• The odd-numbered groups should choose one of the words from the list of things that 

draw people together. Their job is to show a scenario where a group of people come 
together due to whatever item they picked. Over the course of the skit, however, the 
group must move beyond that common interest and come together by a far greater 
bond: the bond of fellow-love for Jesus. 

• The even-numbered groups should choose one of the words from the list of things 
that pull people apart. They should then create a skit where these people are, against 
their will perhaps, forced to be together (maybe a bus ride, or in a classroom, or stuck 
in an elevator). They must show a skit where the different people are able to come 
together in the name of Jesus to overcome their differences. 

• (If your group is small, you can also have them do this exercise as individuals by 
drawing comic strips.) 

• Give them time to prepare their skits; then have them present them. 
• Look for the examples of hospitality in each skit. Somewhere along the way, 

someone has to step forward and attempt reconciliation or fellowship on the basis of 
Jesus’ work. That person may not necessarily verbalize Jesus right away, but they 
must show hospitality; they must welcome others, befriend others, and represent 
Christ’s love. What did it look like? Was it easy? How else might someone have 
enacted hospitality in the situations depicted? Remind students to love others by faith; 
they must trust the Holy Spirit to work in them as they seek to love those different 
from themselves. 

 
Activity 2: Action Plan 

• Split your students into several small groups (maybe 3 people per group).  
• Your church is doing a series on hospitality. They have asked the three people in your 

committee to come up with a real-life action plan to present to the congregation to put 



shoe-leather on this series. Specifically, each committee is to come up with the 
following: 

o First, a group who would not be able to repay us (point 3). Try to make this 
group local. 

o Second, a real-life, hands-on activity that would go to them and help them 
(point 3, going outside the camp). 

o Third, some Scriptures to help those going have the proper attitude (point 1). 
o Fourth, some suggestions for conversation starters or topics to discuss in an 

attempt to befriend them in the name of Jesus (point 2). 
• Each group should assemble an action plan to present to the church staff or 

congregation.  
• Have them assemble their ideas, then share them with the remainder of the group. 
• Talk about what would work and have the group give suggestions to improve ideas 

that might not yet be fully developed. Consider whether any of them might actually 
be done. For instance, if one or two groups came up with really good ideas, see about 
putting them in action, either with your student group or with the congregation at 
large. As always, remind your students that we serve with the strength God supplies 
(1 Peter 4:10-11); it is the Holy Spirit who works in us whenever we do anything 
good (Phil. 2:13). We look to Him, not ourselves, for strength. 

 
 

::CONVEY:: 
 
If you are pressed for time this week, consider spending the majority of your Convey 
time by focusing on points two and three of the session.  
 
Remember, this is merely a suggested outline adaptation for a middle school group. If 
you decide to incorporate one or more option into your group time, you will likely have 
to be very selective on the material you decide to teach through. Keep in mind that each 
class is different, and as the leader guide suggests, personalize the lesson content for your 
class by determining what elements are most applicable. Don’t feel pressured to teach 
through all of the content in a single meeting, but instead help middle school students to 
see the main overall point and big picture the lesson is conveying.  
 
::COLLIDE:: 
 
See Leader Guide 
 


